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Poet-in-Residence Reference – Bryony Littlefair 
 
Bryony has been working with Gladstone Connect for the past month, as part of 
Peterborough’s Spoken Word Festival, Syntax.  
 
She has been awarded one of three poetry residencies, embedded within our diverse 
community to capture the voices of the people who live and work here. 
 
Bryony has been a great asset to our Centre, running formal and informal writing and 
poetry sessions, where she has unleashed some considerable untapped talent! She has a 
very engaging approach, such that people immediately warm to her and enjoy sharing 
ideas. She has helped people to open their minds to the written and spoken word in ways 
that will have a lasting legacy here. 
 
She has worked particularly closely with local Pakistani-heritage women and our weekly 
Thursday Club, which offers a wide range of activities for older people. As a result of her 
recent poetry workshop, several members of the Club have written their own poems, some 
of which will be read at the Syntax Festival event on Thursday 28th November. 
 
Bryony approaches her work in a very open manner, prepared to observe and learn from 
the community around her. She spent time getting to know the local area, the important 
influencers in the community, the issues that matter to people, and reflected sensitively on 
these experiences to enable her to connect with people. 
 
I have no hesitation in recommending her to you; she will bring a unique and inspiring style 
to your work. People here have really taken to her, in a relatively short time, and she has 
established herself as a popular, friendly addition to our offer.  
 
“I never really thought about poetry before, but Bryony was so good and helped me to 
write about my experiences and feelings”  
 
 

Richard Ferris 

 
Centre Manager 
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